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USE OF SECONDHAND MATERIAL IN MATTRESSES. 

THE ILLINOIS SUPREME COURT DECIDES THAT A LAW PROHIBITING THE USE OF SEC- 
ONDHAND MATERIAL IN MATTRESSES, BED COMFORTERS, AND QUILTS IS VOID. 

The Legislature of Illinois last year passed a law prohibiting the 
use of secondhand material in mattresses, bed comforters, and quilts 
which were manufactured for sale, and requiring that when these 
articles were remade or renovated for the use of the owners they 
must be sterilized. 

The Illinois Supreme Court decided that the prohibition of the 
use of secondhand material for this purpose was not necessary 
for the protection of the public health, as the desired result could 
be obtained by sterilization, and the court declared this part of 
the law to be unconstitutional. The court, however, said that the 
provision of the law which required the sterilization of all mattresses, 
bed comforters, and quilts when remade or renovated for the use of 
the owners was reasonable and proper. 

The opinion is published in this issue of the Public Health 
Reports, page 1019. 

STATISTICS OF DISABILITY. 

A COMPILATION OF SOME OF THE DATA AVAILABLE IN THE UNITED STATES. 

By B. S. Warren, Surgeon, and Edgar Sydenstricker, Public Health Statistician, United States 

Public Health Service. 

In the discussion of health insurance measures for the United States, 
one of the first questions which has arisen is the extent of disability 
for which provision will have to be made. Health agencies, national, 
State, and local, have many records of contagious and infectious dis- 
eases, but only for a few diseases and in limited areas are the records 
sufficiently complete to afford a definite conclusion as to the extent 
of disability. Exception, of course, should be made of the disability 
records of the United States Army and Navy. Data as to disability 
due to other causes than contagious and infectious diseases have been 
almost completely lacking. In the registration area mortality 
records may be fairly complete, but estimates of disability based on 
68 (989) 
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death rates are extremely unreliable. Until health departments are 
able to make more complete collections of morbidity statistics, all 
of the available data collected by other agencies should be utilized, 
even though these data in most instances are only approximately 
accurate. 

Recent sickness surveys have added materially to the information 
as to the prevalence of disability. It is not generally recognized by 
health agencies, however, that a great deal of valuable data exists in 
the records of labor unions which provide for payments of sick 
benefits and in their reports on unemployment and its causes. The 
data afforded by these surveys, union reports, and the like, are not 
exact in many instances and are not complete in many of the details 
which are important for all of the purposes of health departments, 
but they are of value as a basis for making general estimates of the 
minimum prevalence of disability, especially in view of the lack of 
uniform and complete morbidity statistics. 

Some of these data are collected here to illustrate their character 
and extent. The disability rates for the United States Army (enlisted 
men in American troops in the United States) are presented for 
purposes of comparison. 

Methods of Stating Disability. 

Disability * rates are usually stated as follows: 

1. Number of persons per 1,000 of the group or population under 
consideration disabled per year. 

2. Average length of disability per disabled person. 

3. Average number of days of disability per year per person 
included in the group or population under consideration. 

4. Number of persons per 1,000 of the group or population under 
consideration disabled per day. 

Each of these methods of stating disability has its specific use or 
uses, according to the purpose for which disability is measured. All 
of them are employed in the annual reports of the Surgeon General 
of the United States Army and they are illustrated in the 1915 report, 
for example, for the calendar year 1914. 2 Thus for enlisted men in 
American troops in the United States the number of disabled persons 
(admitted to sick report) per 1,000 of mean strength was 629.84 
during the year 1914. For disability due to disease the rate was 
498.83, and for injury the rate was 131.01. The average length of 
disability per disabled person (days treated each case) was 13.54 
days. The average number of days of disability per year per person 
(days treated each soldier) was g.53. The average daily number of 



i These methods are used to state disability due to various causes, such as sickness, accidents, and the 
like, as well as for all causes. 
2 See Report of the Surgeon General of the United States Army, 1915, p. 29. 
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disabled persons per 1,000 of mean strength (constantly non- 
effective rate) was 23.37. These rates are employed in stating dis- 
ability for various groups of persons in the Army according to locality 
and to occupation. 

Suggestive Disability Records and Surveys. 

In the following paragraphs are summarized the statistics of 
unemployment on account of disability for representative unions 
in the States of New York and Massachusetts for a series of years, 
statistics of leave with pay granted on account of disability to civil 
service employees of the Federal Government in the executive 
departments at Washington for 1914, statistics of unemployment 
on account of disability among over a million wage earners in selected 
cities in the United States, statistics of sickness involving incapacity 
to work among the industrial population of Rochester, N. Y., and 
disability statistics for the enlisted men in American troops of the 
United States Army stationed in the United States. The methods 
of stating disability, referred to above, have been employed as far 
as possible in presenting these data. 

Disability statistics for representative unions. — In two States — New 
York and Massachusetts — reports are regularly published on unem- 
ployment among members of representative local unions, which 
include statistics of unemployment on account of " disability. " 
No age or sex classifications are afforded by these data. The mem- 
bership of these unions includes both male and female wage earners, 
but the large majority of them are males. The methods employed 
in obtaining these statistics in both States are essentially the same. 
Reports are made by the secretary of each of the selected local 
unions giving the total membership, the total idle, and the number 
idle on account of disability, lack of work, strikes, etc., for the day 
for which the report is made. The reports include, therefore, only 
conditions existing on that day. By " disability 77 in the reports in 
both States is meant disability on account of sickness, old age, and 
accident. The New York reports are made for the last day of each 
month and the Massachusetts reports are made for the last day of 
each quarter. The unemployment reports are regarded as fairly 
accurate by the statisticians of the New York Department of Labor 
and the Massachusetts Bureau of Labor. 1 There is reason to believe 
that in the majority of instances the reports on idleness due to 
disability are probably even more accurate than the data relating to 
other causes of unemployment, since a considerable proportion of 
the unions have sick benefit funds and keep records of members who 

i See the results of a study of unemployment statistics made by Frank B. Sargent, Statistics of unem- 
ployment and the Iwork of employment offices, Bulletin of the U. S. Bureau of Later No. 1C9, pp. 20 
and 24. 
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are receiving benefits. It should be noted, however, that in the case 
of large unions where no such funds or records exist the chances for 
accuracy are smaller, and that in those unions where sick benefit 
records may be used as the basis for reports on unemployment due 
to disability the usual exclusion of the first seven days of illness 
may reduce the number of members reported as disabled. 

The following table gives the percentages of idleness due to dis- 
ability in representative unions in the State of New York at the end 
of each month for 11 years, from 1904 to 1914, and the average 
percentage for each month: l 

Percentage of members of representative unions in New York State unemployed on account 
of disability on the last day of each month, 1904-1914. 



Year. 


Jan. 


Feb. 


Mar. 


Apr. 


May. 


Tune. 


July. 


Aug. 


Sept. 


Oct. 


Nov. 


Dec. 


1904 


1.3 
1.4 
1.4 
1.8 
1.4 
1.5 
1.6 
1.3 
1.3 
1.0 
1.2 


1.3 
1.2 
1.3 
.7 
1.3 
1.4 
1.4 
1.4 
1.3 
1.0 
1.2 


1.6 
1.2 
1.3 
1.4 
1.3 
1.3 
1.3 
1.0 
1.3 
1.0 
1.1 


1.2 
1.2 
1.2 
1.2 
1.4 
1.5 
1.4 

.5 
1.2 

.8 
1.1 


1.1 
1.0 
1.1 
1.3 
1.4 
1.4 
1.3 
1.4 
1.1 
.8 
1.1 


1.2 
1.1 
1.1 
1.2 
1.4 
1.4 
1.4 
1.4 
1.3 
.9 
1.1 


1.1 
1.1 
1.0 
1.2 
1.4 
1.3 
1.2 
1.0 
1.0 
1.0 
1.0 


1.0 
1.1 
1.0 
1.3 
1.3 
1.2 
1.2 
1.1 
1.0 
1.1 
1.0 


0.9 
1.0 
1.3 
1.2 
1.4 
1.1 
1.0 
1.0 
.9 
1.1 
1.0 


1.1 
1.3 
1.2 
1.3 
1.4 
1.3 
1.1 
1.2 
1.2 
1.1 
1.0 


1.3 
1.2 
1.2 
1.5 
1.4 
1.2 
1.1 
1.2 
1.1 
1.0 
.9 


1.4 


1905 


1.2 


1906 


1.4 


1907 

1908 


1.5 
1.4 


1909 

1910 


1.4 
1.1 


1011 


1.1 


1912 


1.1 


1913 


1.0 


1914 


1.0 






Average 


1.38 


1.23 


1.25 


1.24 


1.18 


1.23 


1.12 


1.12 


1.08 


1.20, 


1.19 


1.24 



These statistics show an average daily disability rate of 1.2 (1.205) 
per cent, or 12.05 per 1,000 for the 132 days for which reports were 
made during the 11-year period. Assuming that the same rate 
would have been found on any day in the 11-year period, there is 
indicated an average of 4.40 days unemployed on account of dis- 
ability per person per year. A closer examination of the detailed 
statistics, however, suggests the probability that this rate does not 
accurately indicate the extent of disability and that the rate should be 
higher. The statistics of disability for certain large unions included in 
the table, notably those in the clothing and textile industries, appeared 
so manifestly incomplete that a more accurate rate would be indicated 
by omitting them from consideration. Thus if those which are obvi- 
ously incomplete (clothing and textile industries and in the group of 
trades listed under " theaters and music ") are excluded, the percent- 
age of the remaining ninety-odd thousand members idle on account 
of disability in 1914 would be 1.62, as against 1.1 for the entire mem- 

i New York Department of Labor Bulletin No. €9, Idleness of organized wage earners In 1914, prepared 
by the Bureau of Statistics and Information, p. 6. During this 11-year period for which the above statistics 
are given, the number of unions reporting has varied from 176 to 232, and their membership from 84,359 
to 140,426, a steady increase in number and membership being indicated . "In compiling the list of repre- 
sentative unions, " states the bulletin referred to, "the aim has been to preserve, as far as possible, the 
same proportionate representation of different industries and industrial centers, particularly of the former, 
in the selected group as appears in the membership of all trade unions in the State.". (Ibid, p. 4.) 
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bership of all of the representative unions. 1 One probable reason for 
the inadequacy of the disability statistics for the two groups of unions 
omitted is the fact that relatively few of them provide sick-benefits, 
and hence are handicapped by the absence of sick benefit records. 3 

The following table presents similar percentages of idleness due to 
disability in unions reporting to the Massachusetts Bureau of Statis- 
tics at the end of each quarter for seven years, from 1908 to 1914 : 3 

Percentage of members of unions in Massachusetts unemployed on account of disability 
on the last day of each quarter, 1908-1914- 



Year. 


Mar. 31. 


Juno 30. 


Sept. 30. 


Dec. 31. 


1908 


0.7 
1.3 
1.4 
1.4 
1.3 
1.4 
1.6 


1.2 
1.2 
1.2 
1.2 
1.3 
1.2 
1.2 


1.2 
1.1 
1.3 
1.2 
1.2 
1.2 
1.5 


1 2 


1909 


1 2 


1910 


1.2 


1911 


1 3 


1912 


1.2 


1913 


1 4 


1914. 


1.5 





These statistics show an average daily disability rate of 1.25 per 
cent, or 12.50 per 1,000 for the 28 days for which reports were made 
during the seven-year period. Assuming that the same rate would 
have been found on every day in the seven years, there is indicated 
an average of 4.56 days unemployed on account of disability per 
person per year. 

Disability statistics for Government employees. — The records of leave 
with pay granted on account of disability to civil-service employees 
of the Federal Government in the executive departments at Wash- 
ington are of interest in this connection. 4 These employees are 
employed on an annual basis. Statistics for over 16,000 employees 
in the different departments showed that during the year 1914 they 
lost an average of 5.84 days per person on account of disability. Of 

i The 1914 reports from the 29 local unions in the clothing and textile industries, with a membership 
varying from 45,563 to 61,370, showed only from 15 to 77 members disabled on the last day of any month, 
or a maximum of 0.01 per cent, while the two theatrical and musicians' unions, with a membership of 
between 1,106 and 1,277, reported no disabled members for any of the dates for which reports were made, 
Ibid., pp. 18-19, 25, and 27. 

2 Boot and shoe workers' unions are included under clothing and textiles in the New York reports, 
but the membership of the boot and shoe workers' unions included in the New York statistics was approxi- 
mately only 1,000 during 1914. The boot and shoe workers' unions have benefit funds, but the other trades 
included in this group— garments, collars, laundry, hats, caps, gloves, and textiles— have not developed 
sick-benefit funds to as great an extent. Particularly is this true of garment workers' unions, whose mem- 
bers constituted about four-fifths of the total membership of this group and averaged about 2,000 mem- 
bers to a local union. 

3 Report of the Statistics of Labor, Massachusetts, 1915, Part IX, p. 39. During the seven-year period 
for which the above statistics are given the number of unions reporting data on unemployment and included 
in the State reports has varied from 25G to 1,095 and their total membership from 66,968 to 183,202, a steady 
increase being indicated in the number of unions reporting and in the membership included in the data. 
(Ibid, p. 38.) Some idea of the sex distribution of the membership is afforded by the fact that at the close 
of 1914 the total membership of all local unions in Massachusetts was 234,266, of which nearly 88 per cent 
were males. (Ibid, p. 52.) 

« Public Health Bulletin No. 76: Health Insurance— Its Relation to the Public Health, United States 
Public Health Service, March, 1916, p. 30. 
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these 16,000 or more employees, over 12,000 were males and oyer 
4,000 were females. The male employees lost an average of 4.82 days 
per person and the female employees an average of 8.90 days per 
person during the year. This is equivalent to a daily disability rate 
of 13.20 per 1,000 for males and 24.38 per 1,000 for females, or a daily 
disability rate of 16 per 1,000 for both males and females. 

It should be noted that these statistics are based on official records 
of the total number of days of u sick leave 77 granted during the 
year to the employees, the "sick leave 77 including only such leave 
granted without interruption in pay. Cases where disability lasted 
longer than the period allowed for "sick leave 77 with pay are not 
included in these records, and to that extent the statistics do not 
represent the total time lost from work on account of disability. 
It is not believed that cases of this character are sufficiently numerous 
to affect greatly the rate. 1 The average age of these employees 
is not known, but the 1910 census age classification of Government 
clerks living in the District of Columbia indicated that the pro- 
portion over 44 years of age, especially in the case of females, 2 was 
greater than that usually prevailing among industrial workers. 
It is also a well-known fact that there are in the Government service 
in Washington many old or physically defective persons. 

Disability statistics shown by unemjdoymervt and community sick- 
ness surveys, — In connection with the foregoing statistics of dis- 
ability from the records of unions and Government employees the 
results of the unemployment and sickness surveys conducted by 
the Metropolitan Life Insurance Co. may be reyiewed. 3 These 
surveys were censuses of certain groups of persons regarded as 
"industrial 77 or wage earning in various localities. 

The unemployment survey was made in conjunction with the 
United States Bureau of Labor statistics during 1915 in a number 
of selected cities and covered over a million wage earners, including 
both males and females. It showed that "over 1 per cent (1.2) of 
all the wage earners were unemployed on account of illness," 4 or 
12 per 1,000. Assuming that the same rate would have been found 
on every day in the year, there is thus indicated an average of 4.38 
days lost on account of illness per wage earner during the year. 
Until the results of this survey are published in greater detail it 
will be impossible to judge of the representativeness of these data 
beyond the fact that the information obtained was for a single day 
for each person. Thus seasonal variations, for example, may tend 
to qualify them unless the surveys were made at all seasons and the 

i In those departments where records were obtainable for leave without pay for all causes the averag* 
did not exceed 1.2 days per male employee during the year 1914. 
2 Thirteenth Census of the United States, 1910. Vol. IV, p. 447. 

* Public Health Reports, U. S. Public Health Service, Feb. 25, 1916, pp. 423-438. 

* Ibid., p. 423. 
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population surveyed was fairly equally distributed according to 
season. The distribution of population according to locality may 
also have a qualifying influence, since the rate was found to vary 
from city to city, the maximum (2.4) being in Duluth and the mini- 
mum (0.8) being in Milwaukee. 1 The large number of persons 
included in the survey, however, renders the data an important 
contribution to the subject of the extent of sickness. 

The community sickness survey made in Rochester by the same 
company found a rate for sickness involving incapacity for work 
of 23.2 per 1,000 for males and 25.7 per 1,000 for females for the ages 
15 years and over, 2 or a rate of 24.53 for both males and females 
of the same age period. The data were for a single day for each 
person included, the survey having been made during one week in 
September, 1915. 

The representativeness of these data is subject to at least two qual- 
ifications from the standpoint of comparableness with other data 
cited here. One is the fact that the survey was made in September, 
a time of the year in which the sickness rate usually appears to be 
slightly lower than during the rest of the year. 3 The other qualifi- 
cation is more important. The Rochester survey apparently included 
invalids as well as those temporarily incapacitated for work; 26.8 per 
cent of the persons of all ages who were found to be sick and unable 
to work had been sick three years or more, and 46.2 per cent had 
been sick one year or more. 4 Since disabled persons of this class are 
probably excluded from the foregoing data for members of unions 
receiving sick benefits and are excluded for Government employees, 
it is obviously proper to exclude them from consideration here in 
order to afford as great a degrea of comparableness as possible. This 
can be done only approximately by deducting 46.2 per cent from the 
rate of 24.52, leaving a rate of 13.20 per 1,000 for those whose disa- 
bility was less than one year in duration. Assuming that this rate 
for a single day is representative of average conditions, it is indi- 
cated that the average person in the industrial population of Roches- 
ter loses 4.82 days per year on account of disability of less than a 
year's duration. This, as suggested above, is probably a minimum. 

Disability statistics for the United States Army. — The " noneffective" 
rates for enlisted men in American troops in the United States, as 
given by the reports of the Surgeon General of the United States 
Army, afford data which are extremely interesting for purposes of 
comparison. In 1913 the noneffective rate was 22.94 per 1,000 and 
in 1914 it was 23.37 per 1,000. 5 For disease alone the noneffective 

i Public Health Reports, U. S. Public Health Service, Feb. 25, 1916. 

2 Ibid., p. 428. 

3 See " Seasonal variations in disability rates" in this paper, 

« Public Health Reports, U. S. Public Health Service, supra cit., p. 431. 
* Report of the Surgeon General, U. S. Army, 1915, p. 29. 
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rate in 1913 was 18.61 per 1,000 l and in 1914 it was 18.84 per 1,000.* 
Expressed in terms of average days lost per annum per soldier ("days 
treated each soldier " for disease or injury), the Army reports show 
8.37 for 1913 and 8.53 for 1914. 3 The average days lost on aceount 
of sickness per annum per soldier ( u days treated each soldier' ' for 
disease only) are indicated as 6.79 in 1913 and 6.88 in 1914. The 
rates per 1,000 of the mean strength of American troops (enlisted 
men) in the United States admitted to sick report in 1913 and 1914 
for disease and injury were as follows: 3 



Disease. . 
Injury.. 



Total.. 



1913 



487.94 
131.96 



619.90 



1914 



498.83 
131.01 



629.84 



The average length of disability per disabled soldier ("days treated 
each case" for disease and injury) was 13.51 days in 1913 and 13.54 
in 1914. 3 

These rates are more accurate than those quoted for unions since 
they are based on the records for every day in the year for all cases of 
disability. The union statistics are obtained through reports from 
union secretaries which are probably based in only some instances on 
disability certificates signed by physicians. The New York statistics 
are based on the disability records for only 12 days (the last day in 
each month) in the year and the Massachusetts statistics are based 
on the disability rates for only four days (the last day in each quarter) 
in the year. For the same reasons the Army rates are more accurate 
than the data on unemployment due to illness in selected cities and 
on the extent of sickness among the industrial population of Rochester 
since these data were for a single day. As contrasted with the sta- 
tistics of New York and Massachusetts unions, the Army rates are for 
males alone. 

It will be noted that the Army disability rate is considerably in 
excess of the rates reported for industrial workers, although certain 
important considerations would indicate that they should be lower 
rather than higher than the rates for industrial workers. Since the 
Army is composed entirely of males, its disability rates are not in- 
fluenced by the female sick rate which is, as a rule, higher than the 
male rate. The Army is a carefully selected group of men with an 
average age probably much less than that of industrial workers. 
Furthermore, many soldiers are discharged for disability, so that few 
weak or sickly persons are included, whereas in the industrial popu- 
lation this class remains on the pay rolls as long as possible. On the 

i Report of the Surgeon General, U. S. Army, 1914, p. 80. 2 ibid., 1915, p. 80. »Ibid., 1915, p. 29. 
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other hand the economic incentive which often forces the industrial 
worker to continue at work while sick or to return to work before 
complete recovery is absent in the case of the soldier who receives full 
pay while disabled. After giving due consideration to the absence of 
this incentive, it is difficult to explain the markedly higher Army disa- 
bility rate as compared with that indicated for industrial workers 
even when allowance is made for the deficiencies in the reports made 
for industrial workers. It is apparently more difficult to explain 
the higher disability rate of the Army as compared with that of 
Government employees who receive full pay while sick but who are 
not selected on the basis of physical efficiency. 

Seasonal Variations of Disability Rates. 

The monthly statistics of disability afforded by the records of the 
United States Army and by the reports of representative unions in 
New York State indicate seasonal variations. 
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Monthly variations in percentage of members of representative unions in New York State 
unemployed because of disability on the last day of the month; average for 1904-1914. 

The New York statistics are available for a series of 11 years, from 
1904 to 1914. The tabulation on page 992 shows the percentages of 
members idle because of disability at the end of each month and the 
average monthly percentages for the 11-year period. 1 The monthly 
percentages when so averaged for the 11 -year period maybe taken to 
indicate in an approximate manner the average seasonal variation in 
disability which is graphically shown in the accompanying chart. 

The "total sick admissions' ' (for disease and inju^) per 1,000 
mean strength of enlisted men in American troops in the United 

1 See "Disability Statistics for Representative Unions" in this paper, p. 991. 
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States show the same general seasonal variations. The followiog 
tabulation gives this for 1912, 1913, and 1914 and the average for 
the three-year period, by months: 1 

Movement of sick, by months (enlisted men in American troops at home); total sick 
admissions per 1,000 of mean strength, 1912-1914. 



Month. 



1912 



1913 



1914 



Average. 



January . . . 
February . 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September 
October... 
November , 
December. 



72.39 
70.58 
76.60 
67.60 
62.88 
57.93 
56.57 
56.67 
53.14 
54.95 
53.10 
59.12 



63.52 
53.99 
58.47 
49.72 
50.56 
50.43 
51.85 
47.64 
43.92 
52.22 
47.66 
50.12 



58.46 
58.09 
66.09 
55.20 
52.56 
53.28 
50.29 
48.92 
46.93 
47.13 
44.26 
49.00 



64.79 
60.88 
67.05 
57.50 
55.33 
53.88 
52.90 
51.07 
47.99 
51.43 
48.34 
52.74 



Of interest in this connection are the monthly statistics of sick 
benefits paid to members of one of the international unions. The 
monthly reports of the Amalgamated Society of Carpenters and 
Joiners show the membership entitled to benefits when sick and the 
number of members who receive such benefits. 2 The following 
tabulation shows the monthly rate per 1,000 members receiving sick 
benefits for the years 1913 and 1914 and the average monthly rate for 
the two-year period for the society's membership in the United States : 3 

Members of the Amalgamated Society of Carpenters and Joiners in the United States 
receiving sick benefits: Monthly rate per 1,000 entitled to sick benefits when sick, 1913 
and 1914. 



Month. 



1913 


1914 


23.9 


16.1 


24.9 


18.3 


23.5 


22.0 


23.3 


19.3 


17-1 


20.1 


18. G 


19.7 


17.2 


17.2 


17.9 


19.7 


18.3 


19.3 


14.5 


20.2 


16.1 


19.1 


17.2 


21.6 



Average. 



January... 
February. . 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September. 
October... 
November. 
December. 



20.0 
21.6 
22.7 
21.3 
18.6 
19.1 
17.2 
18.8 
18.8 
17.3 
17.6 
19.4 



Although the membership of this union in the United States was 
only about 2,000, the above statistics tend to indicate somewhat 
the same general seasonal variations of disability rates. The records 

i Reports of the Surgeon General of the United States Army for 1913 (p. 288), 1914 (p. 290), and 1915 (p. 300) . 

2 According to the regulations of the society, members are not entitled to receive benefits for sickness 
of less than four days' duration, and disability from all causes is included except old age, invalidism, drunk- 
enness, disorderly or improper conduct, use of firearms, dangerous or competitive games, and exposure to 
"unnecessary risk." 

3, Computed from the reports of local unions in the United States district published monthly in the 
Monthly Reports of the Amalgamated Society of Carpenters and Joiners, January, 1913, to December, 
1914. 
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of this union afford a fair illustration of the kind of data available 
in the records of a large number of unions in this country. 

While the foregoing disability data appear to point to an approxi- 
mate disability rate for wage-earning persons, they should not be so 
used nor comparisons made without giving due weight to their 
qualifications and limitations, a number of which have been noted 
in their presentation. 

PLAGUE-PREVENTION WORK. 

CALIFORNIA. 



The following report of plague-prevention work in California for 
the week ended April 1, 1916, was received from Surg. Boggess, of 
the United States Public Health Service, in charge of the work: 



San Francisco, Cal. 

rat proofing. 
New buildings: 

Inspections of work under construction. 
Basements concreted (square feet, 

16,750) 

Floors concreted (square feet, 25,250) . . . 
Yards, passageways, etc. (square feet, 

9,406) 

Total area of concrete laid (square feet). 
Class A, R, and C (Ore proof) buildings: 

InspectioBS made 

Roof and basement ventilators, etc., 

screened . . . 

Wire screening used (square feet) 

Openings around pipes, etc., closed with 

cement 

Sidewalk lens lights replaced 

Old buildings: 

Issiieciikjfns made 

Wooden floors removed 

Yards and passageways, planking re- 
moved 

New foundation walls installed (cubic 

feet) 

Concrete floors installed (square feet, 

22,674) 

Basements concreted (square feet, 

13,750) 

Yards and passageways, etc., concreted 

(square feet, 14,702) 

Total area concrete laid (square feet).... 
Floors rat proofed with wire cloth 

(square feet, 2,975) 

Buildings razed 

New garbage cans stamped approved 

Nuisances abated 

OPERATIONS ON THE WATER FRONT. 

Vessels inspected for rat guards 

Keinspections made on vessels 

New rat guards procured 

Rat guards repaired 

Rats trapped on wharves and water front . . 
Rats trapped on vessels 
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51,406 

116 

1,895 
2, 820 

550 
840 

327 
37 

7 

5,215 

27 

13 

44 

51, 126 

3 

15 

250 

254 



San Francisco, Gal.— Continued. 

operations on the water front— continued. 

Traps set on wharves and water front 58 

Traps set on vessels 66 

Vessels trapped on... 13 

Poisons placed within Panama-Pacific In- 
ternational Exposition grounds (pieces).. 53,000 
Bait used on water front and vessels, bacon 
(pounds) 

EATS COLLECTED AND EXAMINED FOR PLAGUE. 

Collected ,. 410 

Examined ,. 331 

Found infected None. 

RATS IDENTIFIED. 

Mosnorvegicus.. 201 

Musrattus 93 

Mus alexandrinus 74 

ft&ismusculus 42 

Squirrels Collected and Examined for 
Plague. 



County. 


Col- 
lected. 


Exam- 
ined. 


Found 
infected. 


Monterey 


399 

351 

64 

23 

12 

7 


399 

351 

64 

23 

12 

7 




Contra Costa 

Alameda 


Do. 
Do 


Santa Clara. 

Stanislaus 


Do. 

Do 


San Benito 


Do 






Total 


856 


856 


Do 







Ranches Inspected and Hunted Over. 

Monterey County 4S 

Contra Costa County 51 

Alameda County 23 

Stanislaus County 4 

San Benito County 1 

Santa Clara County 1 



Total. 



128 

One rabbit from Monterey County examined and 
found to be infected with J?, iularense. 



